Chronic pancreatitis with hemosuccus pancreaticus. The diagnostic contribution of computed tomography and contrast enhanced ultrasonography--case report.
Hemosuccus pancreaticus is defined as upper gastrointestinal hemorrhage from the ampulla of Vater via the pancreatic duct. It is a rare disease, with non-specific presentation, challenging to diagnose and difficult to treat, with high mortality rates in untreated patients with massive bleeding. Given the intermittent nature of the bleeding, delays in diagnosis frequently occur. Timely diagnosis and treatment seem to result in markedly reduced mortality, therefore we emphasize the diagnostic contribution of imaging techniques by presenting the case of a patient with chronic pancreatitis in whom computed tomography established the diagnosis of blood in the Wirsung duct and contrast-enhanced ultrasound brought its added value by excluding the active bleeding.